
2003-2004: a data snapshot
Figures from the first year of the standardized curriculum,
with comparisons to the prior year.

Source: School District of Philadelphia.

Student absenteeism is down
Average daily student absenteeism, by school type

Elementary 2003-04 8.42%

Elementary 2002-03 9.44%

Middle 2003-04 12.60%

Middle 2002-03 13.44%

High 2003-04 20.13%

High 2002-03 20.42%

Reading proficiency is up in 5th, 8th grades and down in 11th
Percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced on the PSSA, by grade

5th grade 2003-04 31.5%

5th grade 2002-03 23.4%

8th grade 2003-04 41.1%

8th grade 2002-03 30.4%

11th grade 2003-04 26.8%

11th grade 2002-03 30.1%

Math proficiency is up significantly in 5th and 8th grades
Percentage of students scoring proficient or advanced on the PSSA, by grade

5th grade 2003-04 30.5%

5th grade 2002-03 23.1%

8th grade 2003-04 30.8%

8th grade 2002-03 19.7%

11th grade 2003-04 22.7%

11th grade 2002-03 21.6%

New teacher retention has soared
Percentage of new teachers starting the school year who finished the year

Teacher absenteeism has increased slightly
Average daily teacher absenteeism

2003-04 6.1%

2002-03 5.9%

91 percent 73 percent

Spending on books is up
Total spending for books/instructional aids (operating budget)

2003-2004 $24.4 million

2002-2003 $17.8 million
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